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LAW AND OTHER DISCIPLINES
Law is no longer a discrete or autonomous body of knowledge, if ever
it was, and the practice of law can no longer be neatly separated from
the practice of other disciplines. Law affects and is affected by other
disciplines and other professions in at least three ways. First, some other
area of knowledge and the disciplines and practices which concern it
may at times be the subject of legal control and regulation: for example,
legal regulation significantly affects the promulgation of knowledge and
expertise in the liberal arts, through constraints on a university's system
of promotion and tenure. Second, the expertise provided by another
organized body of knowledge may at times be necessary to the resolution
of a particular legal issue. The "expert testimony" of a mental health
professional, for example, is often central to a judgment of culpability
or non-culpability in a criminal law proceeding. And third, law may be
the subject matter of another discipline. Thus, the study of law might be
sensibly regarded as not only preparation for a profession, but also as
a branch of the humanities or the social sciences. If so, then literature,
philosophy, cultural studies, economics, history, or sociology might all
provide insights into the nature of law.

Some of the interdisciplinary offerings at Georgetown fit neatly into one
of the three categories described above, but a number of them address all
three sorts of interdisciplinary concerns. What all of these courses share
is their interdisciplinarity: all of the courses in this cluster require of the
student (and instructor!) a willingness to acquaint him or herself with the
tools and basic building blocks of another discipline, whether toward the
end of better understanding the law or the idea of law, toward the end of
incorporating knowledge gleaned from the other discipline into a legal
decision, or toward the end of achieving a just legal or regulatory regime
of the discipline in question. It is worth stressing, however, that only a
few of the interdisciplinary offerings at Georgetown require specialized
knowledge or familiarity with the other discipline as a prerequisite for
enrollment in the class. Rather, what is required of the student is simply
a willingness to work toward some level of proficiency in the sister
discipline, and a willingness to entertain the possibility of applying its
insights in arguably novel ways to legal and jurisprudential questions.

The Legal Regulation of Knowledge and
Practice
A number of the interdisciplinary offerings at Georgetown aim to
elucidate the ways in which law affects, shapes and perhaps even defines
the promulgation of knowledge and practice in some other discipline or
profession. Often, the "law" that controls another discipline or profession
comes from a wide range of "traditional" subject matters. Thus, the Law
of Cyberspace looks at the legal regulation, through the law of intellectual
property, tort, contract, criminal and commercial law of burgeoning
cyberspace activity, and the Higher Education and Law Seminar examines
the regulation, through constitutional law, antitrust law and the traditional
law of tort and contract, of higher education. Similarly, Health Law and
Policy looks at the legal regulation of the health professions and of
medical knowledge through the lens of various areas of law. The Law of
Religion examines the status of religion in American law.

These seminars and courses share a number of common themes. They
all ask, in different ways, and with a different focus, whether traditional
legal categories are adequate to suit the needs of the particular discipline
or profession. Thus, the course in Law of Cyberspace asks whether, for
example, the traditional law of contract formation can be adapted to
the peculiarities of commerce conducted via the Internet, while the

seminar on Higher Education and Law Seminar asks among much else
whether traditional malpractice law, contract doctrine, or antitrust law
can be suitably employed in the context of higher education, or whether
the unique structures and missions of higher education require a more
innovative legal regime. They also all examine, again in different ways and
some more explicitly than others, the ways in which the legal regulatory
regime actually defines as well as restricts the body of knowledge or
set of disciplinary practices in questions. The Law of Religion similarly
examines the impact on religion of its legal regulation. And finally, at least
some of these offerings looks at the intersection of law, the discipline in
question, and the specifically ethical questions to which the discipline
gives rise.

The Interdisciplinary Study of Law
Georgetown offers a number of seminars and courses designed to
enrich our understanding of law by examining the idea of law, particular
areas of doctrine, and various legal processes with tools of analysis and
insights borrowed from other disciplines. These courses in turn subdivide
into two areas: those which examine law as essentially a branch of the
humanities, and those which examine law through the lens of economics.

Law and Humanities
Law and Humanities offerings all aim to place law in the context of
our cultural history. There are also several specialized seminars that
look to literature and other art forms for insight into the role of law in
history and in contemporary life, and also look to literary and cultural
theories for a greater understanding of the humanistic processes by
which we write, read and interpret legal texts. Other offerings seek an
enriched appreciation of the idea of law in western culture by examining
arguments about law and legalism propounded by major political and
moral philosophers.  Additional Law and Humanities offerings are
described under the Jurisprudence and Legal History heading of this
publication.

Law and Economics
Lastly, a number of course and seminar offerings at Georgetown look
systematically at law, legal doctrine and jurisprudence using the tools
of economic reasoning. The Economic Reasoning and the Law course
both applies economic reasoning to legal problems, and addresses the
strengths and limitations of the "law and economics" jurisprudential
movement.

Students who want to pursue economic analysis beyond these offerings
should consider applying for the Law and Economics Workshop. The
workshop meets weekly for a year. At most meetings outside speakers
present a paper on an issue touching on law and economics. Students
are responsible for preparing brief weekly memoranda that discuss and
question the presented papers.

* * *

Who should take interdisciplinary courses? Students with prior training
in or a strong interest in the related discipline or profession, such as
medicine or computers, might obviously find an interdisciplinary offering
concerning that discipline of great interest, whether or not he or she
intends to return to the profession after law school. Students interested
in pursuing an academic career in law would be well advised to take at
least one offering from the "law and economics" curriculum and one from
the "law and humanities" field, as well as courses in legal history and
jurisprudence.
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Even beyond students with specialized interests or training, or with
legal-academic aspirations, however, it is our belief that all students
would be well advised to fit at least one interdisciplinary offering, and
hopefully more than one, into their curriculum at some point in their
legal education, for at least two reasons. First, familiarity with other
disciplines is an obvious necessity in some areas of practice. While the
smattering of specialized knowledge that comes with one course in law
school will obviously not sustain a practice, a lawyer unintimidated by
the prospect of familiarizing herself with the conceptual tools of other
disciplines and professions will have an enhanced ability to use her own
legal expertise in a meaningful way, where those disciplines intersect
with law. It makes sense to develop the confidence as a student that
the requisite level of mastery of another discipline is indeed possible.
Second, and independent of particular career aspirations or goals, all
lawyers serve or ought to serve both the felt, contingent needs of people
who seek legal counsel or are affected by the law's reach, and the more
inchoate yearnings of all of us for a just society. The teachings of other
disciplines, and particularly the teachings of both the sciences and the
humanities, can guide the lawyer in her attempt to provide a service for
others, and can give some meaning to her quest for justice through law.

Anyone searching for definitive answers in the humanities or social
sciences to the deep questions regarding the meaning of law will no
doubt be disappointed. But the systematic study of these questions
using the tools and insights of other disciplines can provide a fresh
approach and can instill a confidence that the quest is a meaningful one.
Equally important, it can acquaint the student with a community of peers
who are equally committed to the intellectual work. That community, in
turn, is one with whom a lawyer may remain fruitfully engaged through
the course of her professional life -- an interaction which, as much as any
other professional activity, may provide that life with its less material but
more lasting rewards.

Search Law and Other Disciplines Courses (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?cluster=cluster_20)

LAW 1754 v00 Africana Legal Studies (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201754%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
Western law—like Western religion, Western fashion, Western
individualism, and Western education—has been imposed on African
people enslavement, colonialism, and imperialism. But the history of
African people and their thinking on “law” or rules for social living does
not begin with these atrocities. This is the central, initial recognition of
“Africana Legal Studies.” This seminar focuses on the indigenous African
ways of knowing “law” and governance constructs. It will explore the
need for application of an Africana Studies lens to legal scholarship, the
tenets of Africana Studies, and the contours of Africana Legal Studies.
The course will explore a theoretical framework for how to identify and
distill precolonial, pre-enslavement (“pre-Maafa”) ways of knowing law.
It will include an examination of how Africana legal frameworks have
evolved in the face of Western colonialism, European enslavement,
and other externally-imposed social structures and how Western
law interrupted and interfered with Africana legal frameworks. From
participating in this African-centered exploration of “law,” governance, and
persistence, students may derive insights and strategies for addressing
the issues of today, legal and beyond. The writing requirement offers
students an opportunity to write on a topic of their choice pertaining to
Africana legal frameworks.

Learning Objectives:

Students successfully completing this course will be able to (1) identify
the Africana Studies conceptual framework, (2) de-center the West in
their thinking about “law” and indigenous ways of knowing governance,
(3) identify methods for researching and identifying Africana “legal”
frameworks, (4) through class readings and discussions, analyze
avenues of inquiry surrounding the relationship between Africana “legal”
frameworks and other frameworks of governance, and (5) discuss and
consider ways that American jurisprudence and statutes interfere(d) and
interact(ed) with Africana governance protocols. The primary course
evaluation is by the traditional two-draft seminar paper.

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.



Law and Other Disciplines            3

LAW 1107 v00 Analytical Methods (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201107%20v00)
J.D. Course (cross-listed) | 3 credit hours
Lawyers in every type of practice (corporate, litigation, government,
public interest, etc.) routinely deal with problems that require a basic
understanding of concepts and methods from economics and statistics.
This course provides an introduction to these subjects and their
application and relevance to law and legal practice. Topics covered
include decision analysis, game theory, probability, and statistics. Grades
will be based on a graded problem set and a take-home final examination.
No prior background in economics or statistics is required; however, we
will regularly use elementary algebra and geometry. Students with strong
backgrounds in economics, mathematics, or statistics should consult
with the professor before enrolling in the course.

Course Objective and Learning Outcomes: The objective of the course is to
enhance students' ability to give sound legal advice and make effective
legal arguments by introducing them to selected concepts and methods
from economics and statistics that are relevant to numerous areas of
law and legal practice. These concepts and methods include: decision
trees, expected value, sensitivity analysis, risk aversion, present value;
Nash equilibrium, game trees, backward induction, subgame perfection,
moral hazard, adverse selection; probability, conditional probability,
independence, Bayes' rule; descriptive statistics (including measures of
central tendency and variability), hypothesis testing, confidence intervals,
statistical significance, type I and type II errors, and regression analysis.

By the end of the course, I expect students to have a good understanding
of these concepts and methods and to be able demonstrate a basic
proficiency in applying them to: (i) unpack complex decisions of the
kind that lawyers and their clients often encounter in litigation and
transactions; (ii) analyze situations involving strategic interactions (i.e.,
situations where the outcome depends on the strategies and actions of
multiple parties) of the kind that lawyers and their clients often encounter
in litigation and transactions; and (iii) engage in probabilistic and
statistical reasoning and evaluate probabilistic and statistical evidence of
the kind that courts and lawyers often encounter in litigation.

LAW 104 v02 Behavioral Law and Economics (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20104%20v02)
J.D. Course (cross-listed) | 1 credit hour
The economic analysis of law has predominated much of legal analysis
for the past few decades. Within this framework, rational choice theory
has taken central stage as the key model used in order to predict human
behavior. In recent years, however, researchers both in economics and in
psychology have demonstrated that people systematically deviate from
the predictions set forth by the rational choice model. The goal of this
course is to incorporate these findings into legal analysis. In doing so
we will first examine traditional economic analysis of law in the areas of
property, contracts and torts, and then explore how the conclusions of
this analysis are altered when behavioral insights are incorporated into it.

Learning Outcome Goals:

Primary Goals

At the end of the course, students will have acquired understanding
of and/or facility in the core concepts of rational choice theory and
alternative behavioral theories.

At the end of the course, students will have acquired understanding of
and/or facility in the implications of behavioral findings on legal analysis.

Secondary Goals

At the end of the course, students will have acquired understanding of the
methodological framework underlying behavioral economics.

Note: This course will meet in Fall 2021 on the following dates: 8/31, 9/2,
9/7, 9/9, 9/14, 9/16, and 9/21.

Laptop computers are not permitted in class without the permission of
the instructor.
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LAW 1536 v00 Bioethics and Social Justice (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201536%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
This seminar explores legal, ethical, and social issues raised by
developments in health, medicine, and the biological sciences at the U.S.
and global levels. It first provides an overview of the normative theories
that inform the development of the field of bioethics, as well as connects
these theories to legal and social dynamics that continue to shape
discussions of equity and justice. It then considers a spectrum of priority
topics and themes, through both a theoretical and practical lens, such as
end-of-life issues, reproductive rights, human subjects research, access
to medicines, and vaccines. Students will develop an in-depth perspective
on how law and ethics overlap and shape the discourse on these priority
topics. This seminar will be especially informative for students looking to
obtain a practical view into how the law interacts with ethical dilemmas
in health, medicine, and science.

Learning Objectives:

• Describe the normative theories that inform the development of the
field of bioethics and the role that the law has played in this evolution

• Describe practical examples of legal and ethical dilemmas that arise
across multi-disciplinary topics in health, medicine, and the biological
sciences

• Articulate the ethical arguments on often opposing sides of priority
bioethical issues, understanding the varied levels of nuance involved

• Analyze the role of legal institutions and law and in creating a
framework to address the ethical, legal, and social issues that arise in
the fields of health, medicine, and the biological sciences

LAW 1536 v01 Bioethics and Social Justice (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201536%20v01)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 1 credit hour
This seminar explores legal, ethical, and social issues raised by
developments in health, medicine, and the biological sciences at the
U.S. and global levels. It first provides an overview of the normative
theories that inform the development of the field of bioethics, as well as
connects these theories to legal and social dynamics that continue to
shape discussions of equity and justice, including on the global stage. It
then uses several in-class simulations to explore the practical challenges
—both legal and ethical—that arise for counsel practicing in this field.
The simulations are designed for students to “step into the shoes,” as it
were, of different actors, from in-house counsel at an academic medical
center to the United States Ambassador to the United Nations, to gain
practical insight into real-world situations. This seminar will be especially
informative for students looking to obtain a practical view into how the
law interacts with ethical dilemmas in health, medicine, science, and
politics.

Learning Objectives:

• Describe the normative theories that inform the development of the
field of bioethics and the role that the law has played in this evolution

• Describe practical examples of legal and ethical dilemmas that arise
across multi-disciplinary topics in health, medicine, and the biological
sciences

• Articulate the ethical arguments on often opposing sides of priority
bioethical issues, understanding the varied levels of nuance involved

• Analyze the role of legal institutions and law and in creating a
framework to address the ethical, legal, and social issues that arise in
the fields of health, medicine, and the biological sciences

Note: Withdrawals are permitted up until the last class for this specific
course.
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LAW 1552 v00 Business and Capitalism (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201552%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 1 credit hour
Over the last 200 years, free market capitalism has proven itself as an
unmatched engine for driving economic growth in the United States
and around the world, resulting in unparalleled innovation, improving
standards of living, and vastly lengthening the average life span. Yet big
problems persist, including uneven economic opportunities, degradation
of natural resources, and continuation of corporate scandals. Considering
these problems as pressures on democratic capitalism, the course will
evaluate the relationship between business and society. The course will
focus on potential approaches to managing the tensions and trade-offs
that present themselves when both economic vitality (growth, innovation)
and system stability (fairness, sustainability, societal needs met) are
desired outcomes.

Learning Objectives:
This course will explore potential approaches to reconciling the
benefits of free market capitalism with the values and expectations
of a democratic society. This seminar will raise important questions
and highlight issues that are relevant to a number of potential law
graduate career paths including that of in-house counsel, external
counsel, senior management team member, corporate board member, and
policymaker & staff. To that end, students taking the course will develop
an understanding of:

• The evolution of views on the purpose of business in society
(assumptions and realities of corporate governance)

• The current problems putting pressure on democratic capitalism
(externalities, regulation or lack thereof)

• Emerging theories to address the inherent tensions in the system
(new structures, governance priorities, industry self-regulation)

• Possible roles one can play in addressing the shortcomings of
democratic capitalism

Note: WEEK ONE COURSE. This seminar will meet for one week only, on
the following days: Monday, January 8, 2024, through Thursday, January
11, 2024, 1:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. This course is mandatory pass/fail and will
not count toward the 7 credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students.

ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY AT ALL CLASS SESSIONS. Enrolled
students must be in attendance at the start of the first class session in
order to remain enrolled. Waitlisted students must be in attendance at the
start of the first class session in order to remain eligible to be admitted
off the waitlist. All enrolled students must attend each class session
in its entirety. Failure to attend the first class session in its entirety will
result in a drop; failure to attend any subsequent class session in its
entirety may result in a withdrawal. Enrolled students will have until the
beginning of the second class session to request a drop by contacting
the Office of the Registrar; a student who no longer wishes to remain
enrolled after the second class session begins will not be permitted to
drop the class but may request a withdrawal from an academic advisor in
the Office of Academic Affairs. Withdrawals are permitted up until the last
class for this specific course.

LAW 1468 v00 Business and Financial Basics for Lawyers (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201468%20v00)
J.D. Course (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
This course covers basic business concepts that are useful across many
areas of legal practice. First, it introduces financial accounting, with
a focus on understanding and using financial statements. Second, it
deals with core financial concepts, such as the time value of money,
risk versus return, and methods for valuing assets. Third, the course
discusses the basic categories of financial instruments: debt, equity,
and derivatives. Although these topics all inevitably involve numbers,
mathematical complexity is kept to a minimum. Much of the reading
consists of excerpts from case law, which illustrate business concepts
and their relation to legal practice.

Note: This course is mandatory pass/fail and will not count toward the 7
credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students.

LAW 1620 v00 Campaigning for Public Office (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201620%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 2 credit hours
This simulation course will provide students with the fundamentals of
organizing, managing, and executing an effective campaign for political
office, within a bipartisan context grounded in ethical public service.
Each enrolled student must identify a local, state, or federal public office
that they plan to run for (plans to run for this office can be tentative
and prospective). Students will then learn campaign basics, message
development and delivery, fundraising strategies, communication and
media strategies, applicable campaign finance and election laws, and
debate preparation. Students will prepare and give “stump” speeches and
participate in a simulated candidate forum. Students will also develop
policy platforms and learn how to assess and respond to the needs of a
constituency and the public.

Note: FIRST CLASS ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. Enrolled students
must be in attendance at the start of the first class session in order to
remain enrolled. Waitlisted students must be in attendance at the start
of the first class session in order to remain eligible to be admitted off the
waitlist.
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LAW 1040 v01 Civ Tech: Digital Tools and Access to Justice (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201040%20v01) (Project-Based Practicum)
J.D. Practicum (cross-listed) | 4 credit hours
In a project-based practicum course, students participate in a weekly
seminar and work on a project under the supervision of their professors.
This project-based practicum course will expose students to the varied
uses of computer technologies in the practice of law, with an emphasis
on technologies that enhance access to justice and make legal services
more affordable for individuals of limited means. Students will participate
in a two hour/week seminar and carry out 10 hours/week of project work
under the direction of the course professors.

SEMINAR: The seminar portion of the class is devoted to two topics:
the access to justice crisis and the role of digital tools in bridging it.
Among the issues we will discuss throughout the semester are: the
extent of the justice gap, the economic and regulatory barriers to access,
and the problem of resource constraints. We will also discuss how
legal technologies are altering the landscape for persons of limited
means and empowering disadvantaged and marginalized individuals and
communities. The second topic is learning to design and develop legal
expert systems. To create our systems, we use a software platform that
does not require a coding background.

PROJECT WORK: Students will work in small teams for a legal service
organization to develop a platform, application, or automated system that
increases access to justice and/or improves the effectiveness of legal
representation. These organizations include civil rights organizations,
direct service providers, and other public interest organizations. The
course culminates in a design competition: The Georgetown Iron Tech
Lawyer Competition. Along the way, students learn systems logic,
teamwork, and visual literacy skills. By the end of the semester, each
team will have built a functional app intended for adoption by the
participating legal services organization to put into use for its clients.

No programming background is required. Students are not required
to have coding experience and will not be expected to learn to write
software.

Students are encouraged to check out these apps created by Georgetown
Law students (https://applications.neotalogic.com/a/links) in earlier
semesters and in use at various organizations. They are also encouraged
to contact Professor Rostain at (tr238@law.georgetown.edu) with
questions.

Prerequisite: Students must complete the required first-year program
prior to enrolling in this course (part-time and interdivisional transfer
students may enroll prior to completing Criminal Justice, Property, or their
first-year elective).

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not concurrently
enroll in this practicum course and a clinic. Students who wish to
concurrently enroll in this course and another practicum course
may only do so with the permission of the Assistant Dean of
Experiential Education (l (lawexp@law.georgetown.edu)awexp
(awexp@law.georgetown.edu)@law.georgetown.edu
(rst@law.georgetown.edu)), Professor Rostain
(tr238@law.georgetown.edu), and the professor of the second practicum.
Students may concurrently enroll in this practicum course and an
externship.

Note: THIS PRACTICUM REQUIRES PROFESSOR PERMISSION TO
ENROLL. Please email Professor Rostain (tr238@law.georgetown.edu) by
Wednesday, October 5, 2022 with a  statement of interest.

This course is suitable for evening students; project work does not need
to be completed during business hours. This is a four credit course.
Two credits will be awarded for the two-hour weekly seminar and
two credits will be awarded for approximately 10 hours of supervised
project work per week, for a minimum of 11 weeks. Both the seminar
portion and the project work will be graded. Students who enroll in this
course will be automatically enrolled in both the seminar and project
components and may not take either component separately. After Add/
Drop, a student who wishes to withdraw from a practicum course must
obtain permission from the faculty member and the Assistant Dean for
Experiential Education. The Assistant Dean will grant such withdrawal
requests only when remaining enrolled in the practicum would cause
significant hardship for the student. A student who is granted permission
to withdraw will be withdrawn from both the seminar and project
components. Default attendance rule for all practicum courses (unless
the professor indicates otherwise): Regular and punctual attendance is
required at all practicum seminars and fieldwork placements. Students
in project-based practicum courses are similarly required to devote the
requisite number of hours to their project. If a student must miss seminar,
fieldwork, or project work, he or she must speak to the professor as
soon as possible to discuss the absence. Unless the professor indicates
otherwise, a student with more than one unexcused absence from the
practicum seminar (out of 13 total seminar sessions), or one week of
unexcused absences from the fieldwork or project work (out of a total of
11 weeks of fieldwork or project work), may receive a lower grade or, at
the professor’s discretion, may be withdrawn from the practicum course.

LAW 611 v19 Communication Design & Law: Re-Designing Legal
Information (http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?
keyword=LAW%20611%20v19)
J.D. Seminar | 1 credit hour
This is a Week One, project-based simulation course.

Communication is at the heart of law. As lawyers, we capture and
share our work through briefs, memos, reports, legislation, contracts,
presentations, articles, and email.

The core idea driving this course is that lawyers can have a bigger impact
if they create written work that more people can understand.

This class will help you do that through the lens of communication
design. Legal writing is often opaque, dense, and intimidating.
Communication design is the theory and craft of transforming this into
something that is approachable, actionable, and empowering.

Over four fast-paced, intense days, you will:

• Learn about the principles of communication design
• Practice evaluating design and giving feedback
• Redesign a complex document into something understandable using

the document design and plain language.

We include several small-but-meaningful in-class challenges to illustrate
key concepts.

The class culminates with an overarching communication design project.
Some examples of this final project may include re-designing:

• The Supreme Court opinion
• A legal contract
• The sign-up process for a government benefit.

By the end of the course, you will share your work with the class for
shared feedback.

Note: This course is mandatory pass/fail, and does NOT count against
the 7-credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students.

This optional, elective course is for first-year J.D. students only. Details
regarding the registration process will be provided to students during
the fall semester via email, information sessions, and on the Week
One website (https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/
simulations/first-year-week-one-simulations). ATTENDANCE AT ALL
CLASS SESSIONS IS MANDATORY. All enrolled students must be in
attendance at the start of the first class session in order to be eligible
for a seat in the class and must attend each class session in its entirety.
For more information, please see the Week One website (https://
www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/simulations/first-
year-week-one-simulations). Due to the intensive nature of the course,
the small-group, team, and individual work that is involved, and the
preparation that is necessary to ensure a positive student experience,
students who wish to drop the course after they have accepted a seat
must drop by Monday, November 28, 2022 at 3:00 p.m. After that point,
students must receive permission from both the course professor and
Assistant Dean for Experiential Education to drop the course. Permission
will only be granted when remaining enrolled in the course would cause
significant hardship for the student. Students who are enrolled but do not
attend the first class session will be withdrawn from the course.
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LAW 1384 v00 Computer Programming for Lawyers: An Introduction
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201384%20v00)
J.D. Course (cross-listed) | 3 credit hours
This class provides an introduction to computer programming for law
students. The programming language taught may vary from year-to-
year, but it will likely be a language designed to be both easy to learn and
powerful, such as Python or Javascript. There are no prerequisites, and
even students without training in computer science or engineering should
be able successfully to complete the class.

The course is based on the premise that computer programming has
become a vital skill for non-technical professionals generally and for
future lawyers and policymakers specifically. Lawyers, irrespective of
specialty or type of practice, organize, evaluate, and manipulate large
sets of text-based data (e.g. cases, statutes, regulations, contracts,
etc.) Increasingly, lawyers are asked to deal with quantitative data and
complex databases. Very simple programming techniques can expedite
and simplify these tasks, yet these programming techniques tend to be
poorly understood in legal practice and nearly absent in legal education.
In this class, students will gain proficiency in various programming-
related skills.

A secondary goal for the class is to introduce students to computer
programming and computer scientific concepts they might encounter
in the substantive practice of law. Students might discuss, for example,
how programming concepts illuminate and influence current debates in
privacy, intellectual property, consumer protection, antidiscrimination,
antitrust, and criminal procedure.

This is a hands-on class. Each student will spend most class sessions
using his or her own computers, reading, writing, and debugging code.
Every student must bring to every class a computer, on which free
software will be provided to be installed. Students will be required to
complete problem sets between class meetings. To obtain a passing
grade, students must complete problem sets and larger coding
assignments, participate in class sessions, and demonstrate they have
learned the assigned skills.

At the completion of this class, students should be able to write simple to
moderately complex computer programs that can automate text-handling
and data-handling tasks that would be difficult or impossible to perform
without programming skill. Students will also gain a solid foundation
of programming knowledge and skills they can build upon to progress
toward mastering more advanced programming techniques and other
programming languages.

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students who have completed at least one
computer programming course in college or graduate school or who have
mastered at least one computer programming language are not eligible
for this course.

Note: Waitlisted students who enroll in this course after the first class
meeting should contact Professor Ohm (ohm@law.georgetown.edu)
for instructions on how to access the missed course recordings and
the mandatory problem sets due before the second class meeting
on Tuesday, January 24.  Students admitted off the waitlist who do
not complete the problem sets due before the second class session
on January 24th will be dropped from the course.  No student will be
admitted to this course after the end of add/drop on 3 pm on Tuesday,
January 24, 2023.

This course is mandatory pass/fail and will not count toward the 7
credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students. This course will meet twice each
week. There will be 1 one-hour lecture with all enrolled students, with the
second hour of weekly course content delivered asynchronously.  Later
in the week there will be a second class session consisting of one-hour
lab sections broken into small groups of 15 students.  Students will be
enrolled in only one small lab section. In preregistering for this course,
students should select the section that best meets their schedule in
terms of the one-hour lab session.

LAW 1499 v00 Computer Programming for Lawyers: Intermediate
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201499%20v00)
J.D. Course | 3 credit hours
This class builds on Computer Programming for Lawyers: An Introduction
by introducing students to intermediate-level concepts of computer
programming and computer science relevant to legal practice. The
students in this course will serve as the Teaching Assistants for the
introductory course, which will always be taught concurrently. In
addition, students in this course will complete at least one substantial
programming term project.

Enrollment in this course is by prior permission of the Professor only.
All students must have prior computer programming experience.
Students who have successfully completed the introductory course
meet this requirement. Other students must demonstrate comparable
prior experience, but this experience need not be formal training or
professional experience. Students need not possess a technical degree,
and self-taught programmers are welcome.

The course is based on the premise that computer programming has
become a vital skill for non-technical professionals generally and for
future lawyers and policymakers specifically. Lawyers, irrespective of
specialty or type of practice, organize, evaluate, and manipulate large
sets of text-based data (e.g. cases, statutes, regulations, contracts,
etc.) Increasingly, lawyers are asked to deal with quantitative data
and complex databases. Programming techniques can expedite and
simplify these tasks, yet these programming techniques tend to be poorly
understood in legal practice and nearly absent in legal education. In this
class, students will gain proficiency in various programming-related skills.

A secondary goal for the class is to introduce students to computer
programming and computer scientific concepts they might encounter
in the substantive practice of law. Students might discuss, for example,
how programming concepts illuminate and influence current debates in
privacy, intellectual property, consumer protection, antidiscrimination,
antitrust, litigation and criminal procedure.

This is a hands-on class. Each student will spend most class sessions
using his or her own computers, reading, writing, and debugging code.
Every student must bring to every class a computer, on which free
software will be provided to be installed.

Note: THIS COURSE REQUIRES PROFESSOR PERMISSION TO
ENROLL. Interested students should contact Professor Ohm at
(ohm@law.georgetown.edu) by Wednesday, October 5, 2022.

Withdrawal Policy: Students in Computer Programming: Intermediate
serve as Teaching Assistants (TAs) to students enrolled in Computer
Programming for Lawyers: An Introduction. Because the introductory
class cannot operate without a minimum and stable number of TAs,
it is essential we ensure a fixed enrollment for the intermediate class,
by adopting special rules for dropping the class. A student enrolled in
Computer Programming for Lawyers: Intermediate may drop the class
no later than 3pm on Monday, December 5, 2022 and only by notifying
Professor Ohm in writing.
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LAW 481 v00 Contemporary Legal Scholarship Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20481%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 3 or 5 credit hours
The Seminar is designed for all fellows, SJD students, and some JD
students who wish to become a law professor or who think they may go
into law teaching at some point in their careers.  The seminar aims to
familiarize students and fellows with different genres of legal scholarship,
including “normative” or reform-oriented scholarship, analytic and
doctrinal work, comparative legal analysis, theoretical, critical, or
conceptual scholarship, and interdisciplinary legal scholarship.  We
look at a couple major pieces that aim to re-orient entire areas of law, as
well as short works that look to restate or change particular pieces of
doctrine, book reviews, symposia and encyclopedia pieces.  The Seminar
meetings alternate with workshops, at which fellows and SJD students
present work in progress.  JD students will also present drafts of their
papers in the final session at the end of the semester.  Attendance at all
sessions, including all workshops, is required of all JD students, research
fellows, and first and second year SJD students.   A fuller description is
available upon request.

Note: This seminar is offered for 3 credits in the fall and spring and
offered as a year-long seminar for 5 credits.

This course requires professor permission to enroll.  Please email
Professor West (Robin.West@law.georgetown.edu) by 5:00 pm on Friday,
August 28, 2020 with a copy of your CV.

LAW 1756 v00 Criminal Law Theory in Context (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201756%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This seminar will introduce students to contemporary theoretical thinking
about substantive criminal law. We will explore some of the most
pressing problems in criminal jurisprudence, as well as some perennial
ones, through the lens of the tension between morality and context.

Philosophers of the criminal law have traditionally turned to moral
reasoning when trying to justify or critique penal laws. Morality purports
to dictate how individuals ought to act toward one another as a matter
of universal truth, and therefore views social context as detrimental
to analytical clarity. Sociolegal and critical scholars, on the other
hand, highlight the relevance of contingent factors, such as material
conditions, historical narratives, and political power relations, for proper
understanding of the criminal law. However, they generally stop short of
offering compelling normative theories to guide our way forward. The
seminar will examine the prospects and perils of both views, explore
whether they can be reconciled, and consider prominent alternative
frameworks that are gaining traction in recent scholarship.

Students will become familiar with the central philosophical puzzles
underlying the criminal law as well as with cutting edge theoretical
approaches for tackling them. We will pay attention to both general
issues, like criminalization (what to impose liability for), defenses (when
to relieve of liability), and punishment (what form liability ought to take),
and pertinent issues at this historical moment, like hate crimes, gun
violence, and prison abolition.

There are no prerequisites. For JD students, prior or concurrent
enrollment in Criminal Law is recommended, though not required.

Recommended: For JD students, prior or concurrent enrollment in
Criminal Law is recommended, though not required.

Note: The 3 credit section of this seminar (LAWJ-1756-09) is restricted to
J.D. students only.

This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the 3
credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.
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LAW 1690 v01 Economic Analysis of Law (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201690%20v01)
J.D. Course | 1 credit hour
The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the basic tools of
the economic analysis of law in order to understand the effects of legal
doctrines on behavior and for designing optimal legal rules. The course
will focus on the economic analysis of central issues in different legal
fields, including property law (the Coase Theorem), tort law (alternative
liability rules), criminal law (economic model of crime, inspection games)
contract law, and legal procedures (litigation and settlements).

Course Objective and Learning Outcomes

The objective of the course is to enhance your ability to give sound
legal advice and make effective legal arguments by introducing you to
selected concepts and methods from economics and game theory that
are relevant to numerous areas of law and legal practice.

These concepts and methods include: decision trees, expected value, risk
aversion, Nash equilibrium, game trees, backward induction, subgame
perfection, moral hazard, adverse selection; Bayes' rule.

By the end of the course, I expect you to have a good understanding
of these concepts and methods and to be able demonstrate a basic
proficiency in applying them to:

Analyze situations involving strategic interactions (i.e., situations where
the outcome depends on the strategies and actions of multiple parties)
of the kind that lawyers and their clients often encounter in litigation and
transactions.

Recommended: No prior background in economics or game theory is
required; however, we will regularly use elementary algebra and a little
bit of calculus. If you are completely averse to numbers don’t take this
course.

LAW 1690 v02 Economic Analysis of Law (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201690%20v02)
J.D. Course (cross-listed) | 3 credit hours
This course introduces students to the field of law and economics.
Law and economics is the application of tools from microeconomics to
perform positive and normative analysis of the law and the legal system.
We will focus on five core legal subjects: torts, contracts, property,
criminal law, and legal procedure. No prior background in economics is
required.

LAW 1337 v00 Empirical Analysis for Lawyers and Policymakers Seminar
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201337%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
This seminar is intended to help students become better consumers of
empirical work in the law and social sciences. By the end of the semester,
students should: (1) understand the basics of some common empirical
methodologies; (2) see how empirical work can inform public policy; and
(3) have a better sense of the limits and problems inherent in empirical
work.

Each week, we will cover one or more policy-relevant empirical papers
that students will be expected to read. Students will submit a 1-2 page
analysis of an assigned paper before class. Each paper will introduce
students to a particular empirical methodology, or show how it might be
applied in a particular policy setting.

Topics will be drawn from a variety of areas, including criminal law,
education, health, development, and labor. For example, we might study
questions like: what is the impact of education on earnings? How do
401(k) plans affect people’s savings decisions? How does a change in the
minimum wage affect labor supply? Do minimum drinking ages reduce
drunken driving deaths? What are the benefits and limits of randomized
controlled trials?

Toward the end of the semester, students will be asked to write an
10-12 page paper that analyzes in detail an empirical paper of their own
choosing. If there is time, students will be asked to present their analysis
to the class in a final presentation.

Grades will be based on the short 1-2 page analyses, the 10-12 page final
paper and presentation, and classroom participation.

Recommended: Some background in statistics or econometrics is
helpful but not required. More important is a willingness to engage with
unfamiliar material and a deep interest in learning.

LAW 530 v00 Federal Legislation Clinic (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20530%20v00)
J.D. Clinic | 10 credit hours
Please see the Federal Legislation Clinic website (https://
www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/clinics/federal-legislation-
clinic) for more detailed information about the program.

For registration-specific supplemental materials, please see the
Federal Legislation Clinic PDF (https://georgetown.app.box.com/s/
rtxa9wd6240fjk7zanfuiq6zm4e6bpzy).

For information about clinic registration, please see the Clinic
Registration Handbook (https://georgetown.app.box.com/
s/0ehc9a8928jphteghs0uz7s60j9e5y88).

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not concurrently enroll in this
clinic and an externship or a practicum course.
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LAW 804 v04 Financial Reporting and Accounting (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20804%20v04)
LL.M Course (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
This course will examine traditional accounting topics with emphasis on
their practical application to the practice of law. It will do so based on the
development of an understanding of corporate financial statements and
the underlying accounting concepts used in preparing those statements
and related accounting records. Issues will be considered against the
backdrop of current SEC and professional requirements. Particular
attention will be paid to current issues and enforcement trends raised
by the SEC and to the latest pronouncements of the FASB, AICPA and
SEC. Selected public filings will be analyzed to give students additional
insights on the actual quality of reported earnings and financial condition
of the reporting company, and the apparent effect of various alternative
accounting methods.

Learning objectives:

Upon completion of this course, you will have a fundamental
understanding of the basic architecture of financial reporting and a
working knowledge of the federal regulatory framework for public
companies, as administered primarily by the U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission. You will learn the history of this framework,
its primary goals, and its basic requirements. You will see how basic
principles of administrative law regulate the financial reporting of public
companies. You will become familiar with the structure of a Balance
Sheet and Income Statement and the essentials of Generally Accepted
Accounting Principles.

Prerequisite: Prior enrollment in Securities Regulation.

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not receive credit for both
this course and the J.D. courses: Accounting Concepts for Lawyers;
Accounting for Lawyers; Introduction to Accounting; or the graduate
courses: Accounting for Securities Lawyers; or Basic Accounting
Concepts for Lawyers.

LAW 572 v00 Good and Evil Seminar: The Role of Law in Shaping
Character and Behavior (http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-
search/?keyword=LAW%20572%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This seminar will explore some extremely thorny moral and psychological
issues: why do people behave altruistically or cruelly? What separates
the law-abiding citizen from the criminal? Does "character" determine
most behavior, or does environment trump character in some—or most
—situations? What's the best way to understand the role law plays in
shaping human behavior? Course readings will be drawn from a wide
variety of disciplines, including biology, sociology, psychology, and
jurisprudence, and we will look at materials that range from studies of
adolescent bullying and war-time heroism to stories drawn from the
Rwandan genocide and the interrogation rooms at Guantanamo.

No prerequisites. For students enrolled in the writing requirement section:
Students will be required to write one 25+ page term paper and several
shorter reaction papers (1-2 pages) throughout the course.

Note: FIRST CLASS ATTENDANCE IS MANDATORY. Enrolled students
must be in attendance at the start of the first class session in order to
remain enrolled. Waitlisted students must be in attendance at the start
of the first class session in order to remain eligible to be admitted off the
waitlist.

This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the 3
credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.

LAW 1792 v00 Law and Authoritarianism (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201792%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
Three decades after the end of the Cold War, authoritarianism remains
a major political force across the world.  This seminar considers the
relationship between authoritarianism and law.  It mixes theoretical
works with historical and contemporary case studies, drawing on insights
from social science, political philosophy, and law.  The course will
address: the roles of constitutions, courts, lawyers, and legal activists
in authoritarian societies; the growing use of digital technologies by
autocratic governments; authoritarianism’s challenges to American
and international law; and the relationship between law and democratic
erosion.  This course is intended to be inviting to all students, and does
not assume any specific knowledge of foreign legal systems.

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.
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LAW 1705 v00 Law and Economic Analysis of the Public Sector Seminar
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201705%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
Should government help families to pay for their health care?  If so,
which level of government: state or federal?  What about disaster relief,
education, or news that informs instead of simply entertaining?  Which
governments, if any, should provide those goods?

This course aims to equip students to provide answers to these and
other basic questions of legal policy.  Our basic approach is economic,
but we also engage with other forms of policy analysis.  The course
provides a general introduction to the economics of government taxing
and spending, with a focus on the implications of economic theory for
legal problems.  Each unit of theory will be paired with a practical policy
issue, allowing us to learn and apply the theory in a concrete context.

For example, we will discuss the theoretical challenges of measuring
“utility” across a population, and some economic tools for approximating
it.  We will analyze the basic concept of the “externality,” and develop
our analysis to the point where we can argue about what it suggests
about whether government should provide services to the population,
and if so, what kinds of services and what levels of government.  In
particular, we’ll spend a fair bit of time discussing aspects of “fiscal
federalism”  -- the question of the optimal allocation of taxing and
spending authority between states and the federal government.  We’ll
touch on the implications of government serving as insurer, particularly
as a “social” insurer providing welfare-type benefits.  There will be a
running debate over whether utility-maximization ought to be the sole
criteria for judging good government, or whether other factors, such as
fairness, must also play a role.  And we’ll briefly cover some of the major
economic theories of taxation.

Course Objectives:

• Acquire familiarity with general economic arguments pertaining to
why and how government intervenes in the marketplace

• Develop ability to make and analyze economic arguments in a legal
and policy context

• Begin thinking about many of the most important controversies
confronting government today

• Practice skills of policy advocacy

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.

LAW 276 v01 Law and Economics Workshop (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20276%20v01)
J.D. Seminar | 2-3 credit hours
The Law and Economics Workshop is a research workshop. In a majority
of the class sessions, outside speakers (typically faculty members
from other institutions) will present their current work in the field of
law and economics. The specific topics considered will vary depending
on the interests of the speakers, but the general focus will be the
application of economic concepts and tools to legal and regulatory
issues. Other class sessions will focus on selected basic topics in law
and economics, including methodology commonly used in law and
economics scholarship. Students are responsible for preparing brief
weekly memoranda that discuss and question the presented papers.

Course Objective and Learning Outcomes: The objective of the course is
to expose you to current research in the field of law and economics in
order to enhance your ability to: (i) employ economic and statistical
analysis and reasoning to make effective legal and policy arguments;
(ii) comprehend technical economic and statistical analysis and interact
with economic and statistical experts; and (iii) analyze, critique, and
engage in academic legal writing.

Note: Students must register for the 3 credit section of the course if they
wish to write a paper fulfilling the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement.
The requirements of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the Upperclass
Legal Writing Requirement.

LAW 289 v05 Law and Literature Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20289%20v05)
J.D. Seminar | 2 credit hours
This course will examine literary texts that engage important questions
related to justice theory, criminal law, and public policy decisions. These
text range from canonical works (Antigone, Merchant of Venice) to
contemporary writers exploring the effect of law on Outsider groups such
as immigrants, drug addicts, and prisoners. Law and literature offers
us the opportunity to consider the impact of law on those Othered by
our society, to obtain an empathetic and vicarious understanding of
how law affects those who are most marginalized. The authors range
from those who are very well known (James Baldwin, Richard Wright,
Margaret Atwood) to the first published, including works of fiction by
recent immigrants and those who are still in prison. The course invites
broader consideration of the purposes of justice: should societies
prioritize utilitarian principles? What is the role of forgiveness when
heinous crimes have been committed? Other texts invite students to
apply a broad perspective to criminal policy questions, including the
insanity defense, rape, and the death penalty. Readings include some
speculative/dystopian fiction and recent stories bearing on epidemic and
disease control.



12         Law and Other Disciplines

LAW 1713 v00 Law and Neuroscience Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201713%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 2 credit hours
This seminar will examine legal issues arising at the intersection of law
and neuroscience.  Advances in neuroscience have led to increased
understanding of the brain and its relationship with issues such as
behavior, decision-making, reasoning, memory, and emotions. The
interdisciplinary field of law and neuroscience (sometimes referred to as
“neurolaw”) has been exploring the implications of the science for law
and public policy.  This seminar will examine cutting-edge issues and
proposals currently facing courts, lawyers, legislators, administrative
agencies, and other policymakers.  The issues explored will likely include
assessments of criminal responsibility, insanity and capacity, juveniles,
proving pain and other injuries, lie detection, memory, and practical issues
in court, among others.  No prior background in science is necessary or
will be assumed.

LAW 1769 v00 Law and Political Economy Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201769%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This seminar introduces students to field of “Law and Political
Economy” (LPE) and explores current topics in LPE scholarship. LPE
scholars are a diverse group whose work cuts across subject areas
and methodologies. Nevertheless, LPE scholars tend to hold that
“the economy” and “politics” are deeply interdependent—and yet that
much legal doctrine, legal scholarship, and legal discourse denies that
interdependence. Many LPE scholars also seek to understanding the
relationship among axes of social inequality including race, class, gender,
and nationality, and to envision more democratic and inclusive legal and
political-economic orders.

The first part of the course will provide general introduction to LPE. We
will begin by reading several law review articles articulating what LPE
is and that lay out major themes within LPE research. We will then read
canonical works of political economy and social theory that demonstrate
the embeddedness of economic activity within political and social orders,
which have been especially influential on LPE scholarship. Finally, we
will situate LPE within past bodies of legal theory including legal realism,
critical legal studies, and critical race theory.

In Spring 2022, the second part of the course will address at least two
current topics in LPE research. First, we will explore the law and political
economy of labor, broadly defined to include forms of work that are
free and unfree, paid and unpaid, and national and global. There we will
aim to better understand the role of law in generating and reproducing
class power, the intersection of class, race, and gender inequalities, and
modern production regimes generally. Second, we will study classical and
contemporary theories of the relationship between law and capitalism as
a social and economic order. Our goal there will be to shed additional light
on how law constitutes the political-economy—and the limits of law’s
constitutive power.

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.

LAW 1470 v00 Law and Rhetoric Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201470%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 3 credit hours
This seminar explores the interaction between law and rhetoric.  It
begins by examining a variety of rhetorical methods or perspectives
for evaluating how language persuades legal audiences.  Weekly
assignments include posting a short response to the reading.  Students
will also be assigned to working groups that present on and lead
discussion of the assigned reading for one class during the semester.  To
satisfy the writing requirement, students will select one or more rhetorical
perspectives to analyze and evaluate a legal artifact—judicial opinion,
trial or appellate brief, oral argument transcript, etc.—of their choice.
Students should leave this course with a broader understanding of how
language functions in the law, a better appreciation for its power, and the
ethical implications for lawyers in their role as advocates.

Prerequisite: Legal Practice: Writing and Analysis.

Note: Professor permission is not required.

LAW 1289 v00 Law of Robots (http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/
course-search/?keyword=LAW%201289%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
Robots, artificial intelligence, and autonomous systems have long
been the realm of science fiction, but they are increasingly a part of
contemporary life as well. Computers fly airplanes, play Jeopardy, drive
cars, trade stocks, and fight in wars. Autonomous systems are no longer
a thing of the future, but a fact of modern life, and Moore’s Law suggests
that these changes will increase not incrementally, but exponentially.
This course will examine whether or when we need a Law of Robots
to regulate these autonomous agents, or where it is more appropriate
to reason by analogy and regulate these systems by existing statute,
regulation, or common law. The course will examine emerging issues
across the spectrum of tort law, property law, copyright law, the laws of
war, laws of agency, criminal law, and international law. The class will not
be a survey of existing law, but instead an examination of how to regulate
emerging issues in law – how to extrapolate and reason by analogy, in
robotics and beyond. Paper required.

Recommended: Property (or Property in Time), Torts (or Bargain,
Exchange and Liability), Copyright Law, and Criminal Law.
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LAW 1722 v00 Lawyers as Leaders (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201722%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 1 credit hour
This 1-credit course will explore various ways in which lawyers act as
leaders, showcasing the scholarship and work of the Georgetown Law
community.  The eight classes will take place on Sundays in the fall,
from 1 to 2:30 pm.  Each session will feature Dean Treanor engaging
in a discussion with a faculty member or members about their work
across a wide spectrum of issues, from social justice and policing to
the role of corporations in our society.  Students will read research and
materials and submit questions in advance of each session.  At the end
of the course, students will draft a reflection paper that engages with
the research, the class sessions, and their own personal reflections on
leadership and their career aspirations and goals.

Course Goals/Student Learning Outcomes

• Develop critical thinking skills.

• Develop ability to synthesize key ideas across disparate topics.

• Improve analytical and writing skills.

Note: Students can participate asynchronously.

This course is open to LL.M. students.  LL.M. students should register
using the LAWJ course number (LAWJ-1722-05, CRN 39115). This course
is mandatory pass/fail and will not count toward the 7 credit pass/
fail limit for J.D. students. Note for LAWJ-1722-05: This course will
have eight sessions on Sundays, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. on the following
dates: 9/13, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1 and 11/15.  Note
for LAWJ-1722-09: This section will meet Sundays, 1:00 p.m. - 2:30
p.m. on the following dates: 9/13, 9/27, 10/4, 10/11, 10/18, 10/25, 11/1
and 11/15.  This section will also meet on Saturday, 10/3 from 10:00
a.m.-12:00 p.m. and from 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m., and on Sunday, 10/4 from
10:00 a.m. -12:00 p.m. This section requires departmental permission to
enroll.  New F-1 international students will receive priority.  To request
permission, email lawcentervisa@georgetown.edu.  Enrolled students
will have until the beginning of the second class session to request a
drop by contacting the Office of the Registrar; a student who no longer
wishes to remain enrolled after the second class session begins will
not be permitted to drop the class but may request a withdrawal from
an academic advisor in the Office of Academic Affairs. Withdrawals are
permitted up until the last class for this specific course.

LAW 611 v13 Legal Innovation: Designing Human-Centered Solutions
to Challenges in Law (http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-
search/?keyword=LAW%20611%20v13)
J.D. Seminar | 1 credit hour
This Week One, project-based simulation course is designed for students
who want to learn methods and processes to create new and effective
solutions to challenges in the legal industry. Working in teams of four,
students will re-imagine how we can deliver some aspect of legal
services. To do this, we will bring together principles from design
thinking, business strategy, and behavioral science.

Some examples of legal design challenges that teams may take on:

How might we reduce the rate of default in landlord-tenant court?

How might lawyers in firms improve the billing process for clients?

How might we improve the likelihood that consumers will read, understand,
and respond to a product recall notice?

How might we help qualifying pro se litigants take advantage of free filing
policies in D.C. Superior Court?

Over four fast-paced, intense days, teams will: map out and study the
problem, sketch out competing ideas, turn your ideas into testable
prototypes, and validate the key elements you will need if your idea is
going to work.  At the end of Week One, you will pitch your proposed
solution to a key influencer in the legal industry.

Note: This course is mandatory pass/fail, and does NOT count against
the 7-credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students.

This optional, elective course is for first-year J.D. students only, who will
enroll via the Live Registration process. ATTENDANCE AT ALL CLASS
SESSIONS IS MANDATORY. All enrolled and waitlisted students must
be in attendance at the start of the first class session in order to be
eligible for a seat in the class and must attend each class session in
its entirety. For more information, please see the Week One website
(https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/simulations/
first-year-week-one-simulations). Due to the intensive nature of the
course, the small-group, team, and individual work that is involved, and
the preparation that is necessary to ensure a positive student experience,
students who wish to drop the course after they have accepted a seat
must drop by Monday, November 30, 2020 at 3:00 p.m. After that point,
students must receive permission from both the course professor and
Assistant Dean for Experiential Education to drop the course. Permission
will only be granted when remaining enrolled in the course would cause
significant hardship for the student. Students who are enrolled but do not
attend the first class session will be withdrawn from the course.
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LAW 315 v00 Literacy and Law Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20315%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 2 credit hours
In this seminar, we use children’s literature and participatory methodology
to explore the relationships between law and literacy simultaneously
as we bring to the surface fundamental principles of law, justice, and
democracy. We do this using a dynamic, experiential approach, with
examples from children’s literature, children’s writing, and learner-
centered teaching methodology and a combination of readings,
interactive seminars, and placements involving weekly reading with
emergent readers.  We examine learning theories and practices regarding
emergent literacy and discuss their legal, educational, and social
implications. Readings are drawn from law, educational theory and
practice, and children’s literature. We explore the variety of learning
approaches that now inform literacy instruction in America. Legal
implications to be considered include restrictions on literacy due to
historical oppression and educational disadvantage, equal protection
and diversity, freedom of speech, school finance, discipline, gender,
and English as a second language.  We also focus on the relationship
between interactive, experiential learning, civic skills, and the democratic
process.

Students are required to spend at least one hour per week working with
an emergent reader. The placement may be a literacy program at a local
school or center (e.g., the Early Learning Center at Georgetown Law),
or some other arrangement of a participant’s choice, approved by the
instructors (e.g., siblings, relatives, or parents/grandparents). The reading
sessions may be conducted in person or online. Writing requirements
include both a monthly 5-page journal and a short paper. The paper
may be a conventional paper or, the more frequent choice, the writing
of a children’s book that integrates legal and educational issues and
which is accompanied by a short analytical essay describing the book’s
connections between literacy and law. Please contact the professors for
more information.

LAW 1426 v00 Medical Malpractice Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201426%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This seminar focuses on the empirical literature on medical
malpractice, medical malpractice litigation, and tort reform. We will cover
physician and institutional liability, health care quality and medical error,
the economics of litigating medical malpractice cases, the market for
representation, the causes of malpractice crises, and the effect of the
reforms that have resulted (and been proposed).

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.

LAW 331 v01 Nationalisms, States, & Cultural Identities Seminar
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20331%20v01)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This seminar is about the phenomena of national and cultural
identity formation within states and non-state groups (ethnic, racial,
regional, religious, cultural, tribal) and the roles played by law and
culture in defining and distributing membership in a collective or
“national” community. The course material will provide a foundation
in political theories of nationalism and will focus on two different
forms of contemporary nationalism: the rise of a new American and
predominantly white nationalism (since the 2016 election) and a non-
US example of a sovereignty or self-determination movement (such as
the Catalan independence movement in Spain). Along the way we will
discuss additional and alternative forms of belonging and exclusion,
such as monuments and memory, statelessness and diaspora, and
postcolonial and cosmopolitan forms of citizenship. This interdisciplinary
and comparative seminar is geared toward better understanding how
law and culture are used to divide and unify diverse populations, and
exploring how democratic, heterogeneous states and communities might
find common purpose.

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.
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LAW 508 v02 Policy Clinic (Harrison Institute for Public Law) (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20508%20v02)
J.D. Clinic | 8 or 14 credit hours
Students in the Policy Clinic provide services to make democracy work
several policy themes. Recent projects include:

• Community equity – Combat gentrification and displacement in low-
income communities of color, develop a community support fund,
develop a community resilience hub.

• Health and food – Organize a consortium to improve working
conditions in university food supply chains, expand access to
oral health services, reinvent a better food chain for institutions
(universities, hospitals, schools, and shelters), analyze social
determinants of health (housing, food security, etc.) for state health
officials.

• Labor and human rights – Organize a consortium to improve working
conditions in university food supply chains (same as health above),
protect worker rights in global supply chains for the FIFA World Cup
and other mega-sporting events.

• Trade and climate – Develop mutually supporting climate and
trade policies, develop options for international cooperation on
climate policies through “climate clubs,” recommend strategies
to decarbonize steel production without violating WTO rules, and
identify strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions while
preserving manufacturing jobs.

Please see the Policy Clinic website (https://www.law.georgetown.edu/
experiential-learning/clinics/the-policy-clinic-climate-health-food-human-
rights-and-trade-harrison-institute) for more detailed information about
the program.

For registration-specific supplemental materials, please see
the Policy Clinic PDF (https://georgetown.app.box.com/s/
s6zpvb37lpc1cza3m5uk4ifv18akcst9).

For information about clinic registration generally, please see
the Clinic Registration Handbook (https://georgetown.app.box.com/
s/0ehc9a8928jphteghs0uz7s60j9e5y88).

Learning outcomes for this clinic: Students are supervised, evaluated and
graded on three skill sets, each of which has specific evaluation criteria
in the Policy Clinic Operations Guide. (https://www.law.georgetown.edu/
wp-content/uploads/2022/04/2021-22-Policy-clinic-operations-8-12-21-
v3.docx)

1. Management and professionalism – includes “managing up” with
supervision meetings, initiating self-evaluation, managing effort and
deadlines, collaborating, and expectations in a professional culture.

2. Analysis and strategy – covers legal, policy and strategic analysis.  It
includes identifying issues that require analysis, learning the context
efficiently, using diverse sources to avoid bias, explaining analytic
methods, using a logical framework, and drawing conclusions that
meet client needs.

3. Communication, writing and speaking – includes organizing documents
and presentations, meeting audience needs for context and decision-
making, relating analysis through stories and examples, presenting
visual information, and editing for plain language, clarity, and English
style.

Recommended: Legislation and Administrative Law. Also, for climate
projects: Local Government Law; and for trade or human rights projects:
International Law I, International Trade (various titles), World Trade
Organization: Law, Policy and Dispute Settlement, and International
Human Rights.

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not concurrently enroll in this
clinic and an externship or a practicum course.

LAW 1315 v00 Privacy Legislation: Law and Technology (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201315%20v00) (Project-Based Practicum)
J.D. Practicum | 5 credit hours
Cross-Listed: JD and MLT Programs

In a project-based practicum course, students participate in a weekly
seminar and work on a project under the supervision of their professor.
This project-based practicum course will focus on privacy policy.
Students will participate in a two hour/week seminar and carry out 15
hours/week of project work under the direction of the course professor.

SEMINAR: The aim of this practicum is to have law students and Master
of Law and Technology (MLT) students jointly explore in-depth current
issues in privacy policy and to propose policy solutions in the form of
legislation that could be adopted by state governments. Our goal is to
foster an environment that permits law students interested in a career at
the intersection of law and technology to work with technology students
on current issues of real gravity to (a) become literate in the technology
that drives privacy issues; (b) learn to work with experts from different
disciplines; and to (c) learn to work collaboratively with technologists on
issues with important technological dimensions.

PROJECT WORK: The practicum will pair law students and MLT students
in interdisciplinary teams, each likely consisting of two law students and
one MLT student.

Each team will be assigned a specific question of public policy, and over
the course of the semester the team will be responsible for preparing
a detailed legal assessment of the policy question, the technological
frameworks and challenges associated with the policy question, and
formulating policy and technological recommendations to address
the question in the form of draft state legislation. Among the kinds of
questions that students may be asked to address are the following: (a)
new, invasive forms of workplace and employee tracking; (b) commercial
and police use of face recognition technology; and (c) state efforts to
severely restrict flows of local and state government data to Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

Prerequisite: J.D. students must complete the required first-year program
prior to enrolling (part-time and interdivisional transfer students may
enroll prior to completing Criminal Justice, Property, or their first-year
elective).

Strongly Recommended: Information Privacy Law with either Professor
Julie Cohen, Professor Paul Ohm or Professor Marc Rotenberg.

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not concurrently enroll in this
practicum course and a clinic or another practicum course. Students may
concurrently enroll in this practicum course and an externship.

Note: This practicum may be suitable for evening students who can
commit to attending class and participating in 15 hours/week of project
work.

This is a five-credit course. Two credits will be awarded for the two-hour
weekly seminar and three credits will be awarded for approximately 15
hours of project work per week, for a minimum of 11 weeks. Both the
seminar and the project work will be graded. Students who enroll in this
course will be automatically enrolled in both the seminar and project
components and may not take either component separately. After Add/
Drop, a student who wishes to withdraw from a practicum course must
obtain permission from the faculty member and the Assistant Dean for
Experiential Education. The Assistant Dean will grant such withdrawal
requests only when remaining enrolled in the practicum would cause
significant hardship for the student. A student who is granted permission
to withdraw will be withdrawn from both the seminar and project
components. Default attendance rule for all practicum courses (unless
the professor indicates otherwise): Regular and punctual attendance is
required at all practicum seminars and fieldwork placements. Students
in project-based practicum courses are similarly required to devote the
requisite number of hours to their project. If a student must miss seminar,
fieldwork, or project work, he or she must speak to the professor as
soon as possible to discuss the absence. Unless the professor indicates
otherwise, a student with more than one unexcused absence from the
practicum seminar (out of 13 total seminar sessions), or one week of
unexcused absences from the fieldwork or project work (out of a total of
11 weeks of fieldwork or project work), may receive a lower grade or, at
the professor’s discretion, may be withdrawn from the practicum course.



16         Law and Other Disciplines

LAW 1719 v00 Race, Law, and Inequality Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201719%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 2-3 credit hours
The deaths of black men and women at the hands of white police officers
in places like Ferguson, Missouri, New York City, North Charlestown,
South Carolina, and Baltimore has launched a conversation about race
in the United States unlike any we have seen in recent decades.  Recent
debates have focused on racial bias, discrimination and disadvantage,
but have largely ignored the effects of law in the racial inequality context.
  This course looks to correct that omission.  It offers students an
opportunity to explore the ongoing role that law plays in both shaping
notions of race and in fostering structural racial inequality in the United
States.   Launching an inquiry that emphasizes history, as well as
scholarly critique and social science insights, the course invites students
to consider the racial contours and function of law in a host of contexts,
including criminal justice, education, family, and housing.

Note: J.D. students must register for the 3 credit section of the seminar
if they wish to write a paper fulfilling the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement. The paper requirements of the two-credit section will not
fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement.

LAW 1389 v00 Racial Capitalism and American Law Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201389%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2-3 credit hours
This course explores the ways in which American law is implicated
in histories of racialized differentiation, subordination, expropriation,
and exploitation.  Beginning with histories of colonial settlerism, native
dispossession, and black bondage, this course will explore the distinctly
racial character of capital accumulation, in the United States and now
globally. We continue though the revolutions of emancipation, racial
segregation, and selective migration, to understand the racialized
patterns of economic inequality rooted in our present. Though the
readings assigned in this course have been selected to provide students
with a richly historical framework for understanding contemporary crises,
students are encouraged to introduce questions that concern them most
immediately. Students are also encouraged to think critically across
intersections of race, class, gender, and sexuality.

There are no prerequisites for this class, but students should be prepared
to engage with variety of materials, not limited to legal cases or statutes.
Students will be introduced to foundational essays in the critical legal
tradition, as well as emerging interdisciplinary scholarship in postcolonial
studies, critical indigenous studies, black radicalism, ethnic / American
studies, and feminist / queer studies.

Students will be expected to draft short weekly reflections, to participate
in leading our seminar discussion at least once during the semester, and
to submit a final paper on a topic of their own choosing.

Note: J.D. students must register for the 3 credit section of the seminar
if they wish to write a paper fulfilling the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement. The paper requirements of the two-credit section will not
fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement.

LAW 1038 v00 Religion and the Work of a Lawyer Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201038%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
For some, the ways in which we think about legal questions, and
about our own work as lawyers, are related to our religious or spiritual
outlook. The seminar will explore the content of that relation, and such
questions as: is such a connection appropriate only as a private matter,
not to be brought into the evaluation of policy questions or even into
conversation, except with one’s chosen intimates? Can its importance to
our legal thinking be honored in a manner that honors too our political
commitment to pluralism and freedom of conscience? What is the
difference, if any, between religious and secular sources of values? How
may one integrate a religious commitment with a career as a lawyer?
This is not a seminar on the law of the First Amendment, although it may
affect our understanding of some of the controversies.

This seminar requires a series of short reflection and reaction papers
which aim to facilitate thoughtful student participation in seminar
discussions throughout the course. The final paper is not a research
project, but a short engagement (about 8 pages) with a particular set of
issues arising from across the range of topics covered in the course. This
course does not satisfy the JD Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Substantive Goals: For some, the ways in which we think about legal
questions, and about our own work as lawyers, are related to our religious
or spiritual outlook. The substantive goal of the seminar is to provide
students with the opportunity to explore questions such as: is such a
connection appropriate only as a private matter, not to be brought into
the evaluation of policy questions or even into conversation, except
with one’s chosen intimates? Can its importance to our legal thinking
be honored in a manner that also honors our political commitment
to pluralism and freedom of conscience? What is the difference, if
any, between religious and secular sources of values? How may one
integrate a religious commitment with a career as a lawyer? This is not
a seminar on the law of the First Amendment, although it may affect our
understanding of some of the controversies.

This course does not satisfy the JD Upper-Level Writing Requirement.

Skills-oriented goals:

1. This seminar requires a series of short reflection and reaction papers
which provide an opportunity for students to hone the art of brief
writing for a professional setting.  The final paper is not a research
project, but a short engagement (6-8 pages) with a particular set of
issues arising from across the range of topics covered in the course.

2. Reflection papers also aid in preparation for thoughtful student
participation in seminar discussions throughout the course, and
the further opportunity to hone skills in speaking fluently and
comfortably, even about difficult or contentious questions.

3. Seminar discussions will not shy away from sensitive, difficult, or
even polarizing cultural and religious questions.  Frequent breakout
groups and exercises in communication aim to help students hone
cognitive empathy, a capacity to listen to understand (rather than
simply to debate), and agile skills for dialogue across profound
difference.  
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LAW 1196 v00 Religion, Morality and Contested Claims for Justice
Seminar (http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?
keyword=LAW%201196%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
This interdisciplinary seminar will examine theories of justice and the
relationship between law and morality in light of religious and theological
visions of the good life and accounts of order. Materials and discussions
will probe questions such as: What are the moral values underlying the
law? How does the law achieve justice or fall short of this goal? How
can moral judgments be brought to bear, if at all, in modern, secular legal
institutions and in the formation of public policies?

Throughout the class we will have opportunities to consider how morality
and ideas of justice shape, and are shaped by, contemporary legal
problems such as: the legal regulation of sexual activity and marriage,
controversies regarding federally mandated health insurance, abortion,
euthanasia and physician assisted suicide, immigration, regulation of
financial institutions, and/or other issues which emerge as topics of
particular student interest.

Particular attention will be paid to understanding methods for dialogue
across differing thought systems and disciplines and to developing the
skills for communication across claims that would otherwise tend to
generate religious and political polarization.

This seminar requires a series of short reflection and reaction papers
which aim to facilitate thoughtful and active student participation in
seminar discussions throughout the course. This course does not satisfy
the JD Upper Level Writing Requirement.

Substantive Goals: This interdisciplinary seminar will examine theories
of justice and the relationship between law and morality in light of
religious and theological visions of the good life and accounts of order.
Materials and discussions will probe questions such as: What are the
moral values underlying the law? How does the law achieve justice or
fall short of this goal? How can moral judgments be brought to bear,
if at all, in modern, secular legal institutions and in the formation of
public policies?  Throughout the class we will have opportunities to
consider how morality and ideas of justice shape, and are shaped by,
contemporary legal problems.

Recent topics have included: arguments for and against exemptions,
public health and religious freedom amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
euthanasia and physician assisted suicide, migration, environmental
justice, and other issues which emerge according to student interest.

This course does not satisfy the JD Upper-Level Writing Requirement.

Skills-oriented goals:

1. This seminar requires a series of short reflection and reaction papers
which provide an opportunity for students to hone the art of brief
writing for a professional setting.  For J.D. and L.L.M. students, the
final paper is not a research project, but a short engagement (6-8
pages) with a particular set of issues arising from across the range of
topics covered in the course.

2. Reflection papers also aid in preparation for thoughtful student
participation in seminar discussions throughout the course, and
the further opportunity to hone skills in speaking fluently and
comfortably, even about difficult or contentious questions.

3. Seminar discussions will not shy away from sensitive, difficult, or
even polarizing cultural and religious questions.  Frequent breakout
groups and exercises in communication aim to help students
hone cognitive empathy, a capacity to listen to understand (rather
than simply to debate), and agile skills for dialogue even across
claims that would otherwise tend to generate religious and political
polarization.

LAW 1706 v00 Surveillance and Civil Rights (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201706%20v00) (Fieldwork Practicum)
J.D. Practicum | 6 credit hours
If you have ever taken advantage of basic government services, your
personal information is part of a massive trove of data that local,
state and federal agencies share with one another through a variety
of overlapping networks, databases and bureaucratic collaboratives.
Large corporations also build and sell their own datasets to government
agencies, along with powerful technologies -- like face recognition and
automated license plate readers -- which operate on that data.

This surveillance infrastructure has been built over the course of the
last 30 years, for the most part without any oversight or accountability,
let alone transparency to the public. At the same time as we seem to
be arriving at a moment of socio-political consensus about the need to
fundamentally rethink our most brutal systems of social control, we are
also on the verge of the total suffusion of these other invisible systems of
coercion in our lives.

In this fieldwork practicum, students will be placed at one of several
non-profit organizations working to expose and mitigate the impact of
mass surveillance on historically marginalized communities. Potential
hosts include national, regional and local organizations that focus on
surveillance as an aspect of mass deportation and mass incarceration.
Projects may include legal and policy research, litigation support, report
writing, legislative drafting and analysis, public records requests, and oral
advocacy with state and federal policy makers.

Weekly seminars will alternate between case rounds, where students
workshop questions and problems drawn from their field work, and
discussions based on assigned readings. Assigned readings will focus on
(1) substantive legal and policy questions related to surveillance and civil
rights, and (2) ethical and political questions related to the practice of law
in contexts of social injustice.

Through seminar and fieldwork, students can expect to engage deeply
with questions such as:

• Where does the authorization for large scale surveillance by federal
immigration authorities come from? Do the Immigration and
Nationality Act, the Department of Homeland Security authorizing
statutes, or other federal and state surveillance statutes  and case
law, alone or taken together, actually provide legal grounding for the
large scale, warrantless surveillance of immigrant communities?

• What are the civil rights implications of DHS’s new mandatory DNA
collection policy?

• What are the Fourth Amendment protections for geolocation
information post-Carpenter?

• How does information sharing across law enforcement agencies
nationwide actually happen and what policy interventions can
communities impacted by over policing advocate for?

• What is the extent of the federal government’s dependence on
corporate surveillance and what are the political implications of that
dependence?

• What are some strategies for forcing corporate surveillance
companies to disclose information about their products, practices,
and contracts?

• What does it mean to lawyer ethically in a context of radical inequality
and political corruption?

And students will develop the following skills:

• Creative techniques for researching  surveillance technologies and
the opaque procurement practices through which they are adopted;

• Persuasive writing for policymakers and a general audience;
• The ability to understand the administrative rules governing the

deployment of complex federal technology systems;
• Legislative analysis and drafting;
• How to develop research strategies that can support community-led

organizing and advocacy.

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students may not concurrently enroll in this
practicum and an externship or a clinic or another practicum course.

Note: Students who enroll in this course will be expected to attend a two
day orientation on Tuesday August 23 and Wednesday August 24 from
1:20-3:20 pm.

This is a six credit course. Two credits will be awarded for the two-hour
weekly seminar and four credits for 20 hours/week of fieldwork. The two-
credit seminar portion of this practicum will be graded. The four credits
of fieldwork are mandatory pass/fail. Students will be allowed to take
another course pass/fail in the same semester as the fieldwork. Students
who enroll in this course will be automatically enrolled in both the
seminar and fieldwork components and may not take either component
separately. After Add/Drop, a student who wishes to withdraw from a
practicum course must obtain permission from the faculty member and
the Assistant Dean for Experiential Education. The Assistant Dean will
grant such withdrawal requests only when remaining enrolled in the
practicum would cause significant hardship for the student. A student
who is granted permission to withdraw will be withdrawn from both
the seminar and fieldwork components. Default attendance rule for all
practicum courses (unless the professor indicates otherwise): Regular
and punctual attendance is required at all practicum seminars and
fieldwork placements. Students in project-based practicum courses are
similarly required to devote the requisite number of hours to their project.
If a student must miss seminar, fieldwork, or project work, he or she
must speak to the professor as soon as possible to discuss the absence.
Unless the professor indicates otherwise, a student with more than one
unexcused absence from the practicum seminar (out of 13 total seminar
sessions) or one week of unexcused absences from the fieldwork or
project work (out of a total of 11 weeks of fieldwork or project work) may
receive a lower grade or, at the professor’s discretion, may be withdrawn
from the practicum course.
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LAW 1707 v00 The Color of Surveillance Seminar: Law and History
(http://curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201707%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 2-3 credit hours
In 2020, the hallmark of surveillance is its ubiquity. Any public discussion
of Facebook or the National Security Agency, every edition of the
Business or Technology section of any newspaper, all document the
inuring, inevitable fact that “everyone is watched.”

At the same time, these discourses also tend to be anodyne, ahistorical,
and often blind to the realities of race, class, and power. We talk about
pervasive surveillance; we rarely discuss its disparate impact, its human
toll, or its perseverance across centuries of American history. And that
is a deep history. The migration of the English Separatists we know as
Pilgrims, the construction of the Southern slave economy, the settlement
of Mormons in the American west, the labor struggles of Appalachian
coal miners, the Palmer Raids, the return of Black service members from
World War I, the internment of Japanese Americans during World War
II, and J. Edgar Hoover’s surveillance of nearly the entire leadership of
the 20th century civil rights movement -- not to mention the boom in
post-9/11 surveillance of Muslim Americans -- each of these republic-
defining moments reflect an overarching reality: Everyone is watched, but
everyone is not watched equally.

This seminar aims to excavate and expose that “color of surveillance.” It
will also reckon with its consequence: If surveillance is indelibly marked
by disparate impact, must we understand privacy to be not just a civil
liberty, but also a civil right? If surveillance is a tool used to threaten
vulnerable people, should we understand privacy as a shield that lets
them survive and thrive? If so, the entirety of the post-9/11 National
Security Agency and consumer privacy debates must be reevaluated in
light of their near-total absence of considerations of disparate impact.

Note: This seminar requires a paper. J.D. students must register for the
3 credit section of the seminar if they wish to write a paper fulfilling
the Upperclass Legal Writing Requirement. The paper requirements
of the 2 credit section will not fulfill the J.D. Upperclass Legal Writing
Requirement.

LAW 1526 v00 The Law of Autonomous Vehicles (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201526%20v00)
J.D. Seminar (cross-listed) | 2 credit hours
Autonomous vehicles are roiling industries as diverse as retail, food
delivery, trucking, and personal transportation. Although there is a
rising consensus that autonomous, networked cars could save tens of
thousands of lives, there is a similar consensus that they also will create
tens of thousands of accidents that human drivers would not. Although
the technology for autonomous vehicles is already on the roads, the law,
ethics, and policy governing these machines is late evolving. This course
will examine alternatives for regulating autonomous vehicles, including
topics such as which parties should bear responsibility for the actions
of autonomous vehicles, how theories of responsibility will change over
time, as well as the appropriate modes and agencies of regulation. Paper
required.

Recommended: Property (or Property in Time), Torts (or Bargain,
Exchange and Liability), and Criminal Law.

LAW 610 v00 Week One Teaching Fellows (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%20610%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 1 credit hour
Week One Teaching Fellows work with faculty to facilitate the first-
year Week One simulation courses offered in January. Fellows will work
in teams of two to six fellows for their specific Week One class. More
information, including course descriptions, are available on the Week
One website (https://www.law.georgetown.edu/experiential-learning/
simulations/first-year-week-one-simulations). Teaching Fellows receive 1
pass/fail credit toward their Spring course load.

Teaching Fellows meet at least twice (see below for information
regarding meeting dates) with their faculty in advance of Week One to
review the course topic, goals, and simulation structure, and to receive
training on their role (readings will be assigned).

Fellows then attend all of the classroom sessions during Week One
and assist in facilitating discussion and small-group work of first-year
students. For example, fellows may moot students as they prepare for a
mock oral argument or client presentation, or play the witness in a key
witness interview. Fellows also meet and consult regularly with faculty
during the course to discuss student progress and course logistics.

At the conclusion of Week One, all fellows must complete a 6-8 page
reaction paper assessing how the course worked, overall student
experience, and how the course could be improved (e.g., legal issues,
factual issues, structure of exercise).

Mutually Excluded Courses: Students who are enrolled in a Spring
semester clinic should determine when any clinical meetings will take
place during Week One to ensure there will be no conflict with their
responsibilities as a fellow.  In addition, because of the significant
responsibilities each Week One course requires, students enrolled in the
Human Rights Advocacy in Action project-based practicum course may
not concurrently enroll in a Teaching Fellow course.

Note: THIS COURSE REQUIRES PROFESSOR PERMISSION TO ENROLL.
Interested students must complete the online Week One Teaching
Fellows Application Form which will ask students to, among other items,
identify the Week One courses for which they would like to serve as a
Teaching Fellow. A resume and a 1-page statement of interest must
be provided, as well. The Application Form will be made available to
students in September 2023. If you have any difficulty accessing the
application or have questions about the application process, email
lawexp@georgetown.edu.

This course is open to upper-class J.D., LL.M., and S.J.D. students.
WEEK ONE COURSE. This course will meet on the following days:
Monday, January 8, 2024 through Thursday, January 11, 2024 during the
classroom meeting times for the course to which the fellow has been
assigned. Additionally, teaching fellows will meet with their professors
once in early December 2023 and once in early January 2024 (Dates
TBD). Professors may schedule alternative and/or additional trainings
as needed. This course is mandatory pass/fail and will not count toward
the 7 credit pass/fail limit for J.D. students. This course does not count
toward the Experiential course requirement. ATTENDANCE AT ALL CLASS
SESSIONS AND FELLOW TRAININGS IS MANDATORY. After accepting
an offer, the student may drop the course ONLY with the permission of
the professor. Permission is granted only where remaining enrolled in the
course would cause significant hardship to the student.
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LAW 1465 v00 Women and Leadership Seminar (http://
curriculum.law.georgetown.edu/course-search/?keyword=LAW
%201465%20v00)
J.D. Seminar | 3 credit hours
This course focuses on women and leadership. The class is not about
organizational or systemic change, but is solely focused on individual
skill building. The class is peer-driven and students will work in teams
and receive feedback from peers on papers and oral exercises. Students
will also reflect both individually and with the group on what you expect
from your career and develop strategies for achieving those goals. 
Topics include:  self-advocacy, career pathing, navigating organizational
politics, and networking. There will be distinguished guest speakers,
who will share their experiences. perspectives, and advice. These
conversations will be supplemented with cases and readings about
women leaders, as well as a review of the current state of empirical
evidence about the status of women as leaders.

Course Goals/Student Learning Outcomes:

• Develop self-advocacy tactics and styles.

• Develop critical and strategic thinking skills.

• Improve communication skills, both oral and written.

• Develop team and collaborative skills.

Note:

This course has mandatory attendance at the first class session and all
remaining sessions. Participants are expected to participate actively in
each class. All participants will submit reaction papers/essays on the
assigned materials for some of the classes and complete a team project,
including a presentation in the last two weeks of class. Add/Drop and
Withdrawal Policies: Students in Women and Leadership participate in
team projects. Because this class cannot successfully operate without
a set group of students who are assigned their roles in advance, it is
essential we ensure a fixed enrollment for the class, by adopting special
rules for dropping the class. A STUDENT ENROLLED IN WOMEN AND
LEADERSHIP SEMINAR MAY DROP THE CLASS NO LATER THAN 5:00
p.m. ON WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2023 and only by notifying Professor
Sale (has75@georgetown.edu) in writing.  After August 30 at 5:00 p.m.,
any drop will be recorded as a "W" (for withdrawal) on the student's
transcript.  Students are not allowed to drop this course during the
official add/drop period.   Note: This course is offered on a mandatory
pass/fail basis. This course does not count toward the seven credit pass/
fail limit.

Full-time and Visiting Faculty
J. Peter Byrne
James V. Feinerman
Neal K. Katyal
Naomi Mezey
John Mikhail
Joshua Teitelbaum


