3/2/26
FOUNDATIONS OF FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION
2026 On-line Syllabus

Adj. Prof. Eric A. San Juan				eas294@georgetown.edu								
Hornbook: Required Reading
Chirelstein & Zelenak, FEDERAL INCOME TAXATION: A LAW STUDENT’S GUIDE TO THE LEADING CASES AND CONCEPTS 16th ed. (Foundation Press, 2026) 
N.B.  Int. Rev. Code (Tit. 26 U.S.C.) & Treas. Regs. (Tit. 26 C.F.R.) are freely available on-line:
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/
www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/26
www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/26

Objectives
· Establish fundamental concepts for entry into the Graduate Tax Program
· Exercise legal reasoning in the statutory context of the tax Code, furthering skills from the case method
· Take multiple choice exam on-line

Schedule of Topics
	Slide
	Time
approx.
	§
	Pps.
	Topic
	IRC §

	
	
	Lect. No. 1

	1-21
	0:00
	Intro., Note
	1-9, 505-510
	Intro. tax history & policy 
	

	
	
	
	
	Gross income 
	

	22-42
	1:00
	1
	11-33
	Compensation in-kind
	61, 119, 132

	43-59
	1:28
	5.01-.03 & .05
	83-102, 105-107
	Realization
	1001

	Lect. No. 2

	
	
	
	
	Exclusions
	

	1-14
	0:00
	3.02
	60-67
	Cancellation of debt
	108

	15-26
	0:17
	2.03, 4.01 & .03
	42-47, 67-73, 78-83
	Gifts & life insurance
	101, 102

	27-36
	0:35
	2.04
	47-52
	Settlements
	104

	
	
	
	
	Business deductions
	

	37-41
	0:50
	6.05
	166-74
	Reasonable compensation
	162

	42-47
	0:57
	6.04
	162-66
	Ordinary & necessary
	

	48-63
	1:09
	6.03
	149-62
	Capital expenditures
	263

	Lect. No. 3

	
	
	
	
	Production & consumption
	

	1-19
	0:00
	6.06-.08
	174-90
	Interest, losses, bad debts
	163, 165, 166, 265

	20-30
	0:36
	6.09
	190-200
	Depreciation
	167

	31-44
	0:53
	6.01
	126-39
	Employment-related exps.
	262

	45-58
	1:23
	6.02
	139-49
	Travel, entertainment, etc.
	274, 280A

	59-70
	1:46
	7.01-.02
	212-25
	Health & casualty
	106, 165, 213, 223



	
	Lect. No. 4

	
	
	
	
	Personal expenses
	

	1-39
	0:00
	7.03-.06
	225-40
	Personal deductions
	62, 63, 67, 68, 152, 163, 164, 170 

	39-73
	1:03
	7.07-.09
	240-48
	Personal credits
	21, 24, 25A, 32, 221, 530

	
	Lect. No. 5

	1-10
	0:00
	7.10
	248-53
	Alternative Minimum Tax
	55, 56

	
	
	
	
	Attribution
	

	11-28
	0:15
	8
	261-85
	Case law
	673-74, 676-77

	29-42
	0:50
	9
	286-306
	Marriage & family
	1, 671, 704

	
	
	
	
	Accounting
	

	43-47
	1:20
	10.01
	311-17
	Annual concept 
	172, 441

	48-50
	1:30
	11
	324-25
	Cash method
	

	51-59
	1:35
	11.01
	325-32
	Constructive receipt
	451

	60-65
	1:45
	10.02
	317-22
	Claim of right
	1341

	66-70
	1:55
	10.03
	322-24
	Tax benefit
	111

	
	Lect. No. 6

	
	
	
	
	Recognition & deferral
	

	1-28
	00:00
	17
	428-66
	Definition of capital asset
	1221

	29-42
	1:10
	16.03
	425-28
	Gain & loss computation
	1, 1222

	43-60
	1:36
	15.01
	399-406
	Like-kind exchange
	1031






